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War was unleashed upon Israel and Lebanon a year ago when Hezbollah fired rockets at Israel, crossed the international border and ambushed Israeli troops.  It killed eight and abducted two.  They haven't been seen since.

 

Despite its efforts in the ensuing war, Israel wasn't able to recover its soldiers.  A prisoner trade may still be in the works, but history instructs Israel to be aware of unintended consequences that may flow from unequal bargains.
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Back in 2000, Hezbollah was run by the same man - Sheikh Hasan Nasrallah [right] - and funded by the same countries - Iran and Syria - as it was in July last year and as it still is today. 

 

In October 2000, three months after Israel withdrew from every inch of a security zone forged to prevent such attacks, Hezbollah fighters crossed the international border to capture three Israeli soldiers (one of whom was Muslim).  All of them died either during the fighting or shortly thereafter.

 

Four years later, Israel traded 425 terrorist prisoners for the three bodies and an Israeli civilian kidnapped by Hezbollah from abroad four years earlier.

 

Israel has, since its inception, spared no effort to protect its citizens, or recover the bodies of those who gave their lives doing so.  Apart from revealing Israel’s duty to its citizens, these actions have also ensured Israel’s soldiers will bravely fight, knowing they’ll never be left behind on the battlefield.

 

But Israel’s enemies see this respect for human life as weakness.  Indeed, Nasrallah said in an interview shortly after the 2004 exchange, “The Jews love life, so that is what we shall take away from them.  We are going to win, because they love life and we love death.” 

 

Hezbollah has thus interspersed its rocket and gun attacks on Israel with cross-border raids aimed at killing or capturing Israelis.
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When its soldiers were taken on July 12 last year, Israel went to war to reverse the trend.  And although it failed to recover its soldiers, it succeeded in destroying much of Hezbollah's infrastructure.  Israel thus offered Lebanon and the UN a great opportunity to take back control of southern Lebanon.  Indeed, the UN presence there was strengthened and Lebanese troops were deployed to the border for the first time in decades.  [Israel-Lebanon border pictured left.]
 

Unfortunately, today's anniversary sees Hezbollah much stronger than it was at the end of the war.  Hezbollah is rebuilding in southern Lebanon, not only refusing to disarm but openly restocking its weapons caches with Syrian and Iranian largesse.  The Lebanese government isn't trying to stop them, and UN troops in Lebanon, though legally and militarily able, won't lift a finger.

 

Syria senses weakness.  It wants to stop an international tribunal proving it was behind the 2005 assassination of former Lebanese Prime Minister Rafiq Hariri.  Aside from strengthening Hezbollah, Syria assassinated Walid Eido, an anti-Syria Lebanese politician, last month.  It is also the chief benefactor of the Palestinian terrorist group Fatah al-Islam, which the Lebanese army battled since June, destroying an entire Palestinian refugee camp in the process, according to a recent Associated Press article.

 

Hezbollah has been helping by doing its best to overthrow the pro-West government in Beirut since the war ended. 

 

Meanwhile, Hamas has copied Hezbollah's methods.  From being funded by Iran, to firing rockets at Israel, to smuggling weapons, to building military infrastructure in civilian areas, to entering politics as an armed terrorist group, to kidnapping soldiers, Hamas is aping its big brother in the north.
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On June 25 last year, Hamas entered Israeli territory, killed two Israeli soldiers and captured a third, Gilad Shalit [left].  The year since has seen numerous attempts to capture further soldiers, one as recently as June 9. 

 

Indeed, June was a successful month for Hamas.  It engineered a successful coup, summarily executed opponents and burnt down Christian buildings to show the supremacy of Allah. 

 

In early July it freed BBC journalist Alan Johnston, who was captured by the 'Army of Islam,' the same group that worked with Hamas to capture Shalit.  Johnston was released to convince the world of Hamas' ability to create law and order in Gaza.  Hamas was hoping the international community will have forgotten its activities during the coup.  These include throwing someone off a 15-storey building, executing bedridden hospital patients, firing guns next to people's ears to make them deaf, and defiling the dead by removing their fingers, eyes and so on. 

 

Maybe Hamas was also hoping we'll forget the hundreds of Israelis murdered by its bombs over the years.

 

Neither Hezbollah nor Hamas are fighting a territorial conflict.  Both think - and admit as much in official statements - they're in a religious war.
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The doctors involved in the recent UK terror attacks think they're in the same war.

 

Territorial conflicts can be resolved with compromises.  But in religious wars, compromise is considered weakness.  That's why every time Israel has compromised in its search for peace Hamas and Hezbollah violence has increased.

 

It is why Hezbollah continued to attack Israel after the latter withdrew from every inch of Lebanon in 2000.  It is why Hezbollah is arming itself for future attacks [above]. 

 

It is why, after Israel withdrew from Gaza in 2005, terrorists increased their rocket fire from there into Israeli homes.

 

There can be no peace in the Middle East until groups like Hezbollah and Hamas are disarmed or abandon their Islamist nature.  Sadly, this is unlikely to happen in the near future.
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