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Gaza descends into an orgy of bloodletting as Hamas takes it over militarily, and people around the world scratch their heads in confusion.

 

But the writing had been on the wall since the Palestinian Authority (PA) was established in 1994.

 

By the time Israel ceded control of 90% of the Palestinian population as part of the Oslo peace process, Palestinian society was the most educated in the Arab world. It also possessed the highest standards of living, the best economy, the highest literacy rates and so on. Why? Because Israel built Palestinians universities and provided 24/7 electricity and water supply – things Jordan and Egypt hadn’t bothered whilst ruling the Palestinians from 1948 to ‘67.

 

After the Israeli-Palestinian peace deals, well-meaning countries, including Australia, poured billions into PA bank accounts. Over a billion went straight into Yasser Arafat’s pocket. But where did the rest go?

 

Instead of building infrastructure to create a state, Arafat invested in death. He created 12 different ‘security forces' to help enforce his rule. Freedom of speech and dreams of democracy went out the window. There would be no elections until after his death.

 

Arafat’s corrupt leadership and investment in all those militias ensured a sustainable Palestinian economy would never develop.
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The nail in the economic coffin was hammered in by Arafat’s refusal to do anything about terrorism. Under the Oslo peace process, the PA was essentially obligated to do two things; help prevent terrorism against Israel and stop hate education. It did neither.

 

For a couple of months, Arafat made a show of arresting terrorists, but released them a few days later. Worse, the PA glorified terrorism. It named football stadiums, schools, summer camps, streets, and more after suicide bombers and other terrorists.

 

Saddam Hussein chipped in, giving US$10,000 to the family of every suicide bomber. The PA continues to pay pensions to the families of dead Palestinian terrorists. By providing aid, the Australian taxpayer has helped.

 

Official Palestinian media encourage children and adults to jihad and martyrdom for the sake of Allah. In 2001, the Palestinian mufti said, “in as much as you love life, the Muslim loves death and martyrdom.” His view is reflected in Palestinian-produced schoolbooks. ‘The Song of the Martyr’ was printed in four such books: “I shall carry my soul in my palm and toss it into the abyss of destruction... By your life! I see my death but I hasten my steps towards it...”

 

The financial and cultural encouragement of terrorism ensured it would increase.

 

Israel, understandably, built a barrier to stop bombers killing Israelis in buses and cafes. And it shut the gates whenever there was a terror alert. Palestinian workers were frequently unable to get to their Israeli jobs, further damaging the Palestinian economy.

 

Thus, Arafat’s Fatah presided over a corrupt, bankrupt society whose media and schools preached Islam but whose government did not practise it.
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Enter Hamas. It is everything Fatah pretends to be. Islamist in theory and practise, it unashamedly advocates violence against Israel. Compare this with Fatah, which preached violence against Israel (in Arabic, never in English), but signed peace deals with it. And Hamas got results. Palestinians believe Hamas violence resulted in Israel’s withdrawal from Gaza in 2005.

 

Instead of using the withdrawal to establish a nascent state, Fatah did nothing. Hamas, declaring more violence would bring more concessions, turned vacated Israeli settlements into terrorist training grounds and rocket launching sites. No wonder Hamas won the election.

 

It has also imitated Lebanese terrorist group Hezbollah. From being funded by Iran, to firing rockets at Israeli towns, to smuggling weapons, to building military infrastructure in civilian areas, to entering politics as an armed group, to kidnapping soldiers, the two have a lot in common.

 

June 25 marked one year since Hamas entered Israeli territory, killed two Israeli soldiers and captured a third, Gilad Shalit. He hasn’t been seen since. Hamas has made numerous attempts to capture more, most recently on June 9.

 

Although Hamas was elected to run the PA, it is a political party with its own army. Rather than using lawful government, it tried to impose its will by force. Fatah, also a fully armed political party, responded in kind.

 

The recent Gazan savagery, from shooting hospital patients lying in their beds 41 times to throwing prisoners off 15-storey buildings, isn’t a surprise in a society that has glorified death for so long. The surprise is that the world didn’t expect it.
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