
    Bridges for Peace Australia Chai Prayer Points     
 
 

                           January 2012 
 

‘Chai’ is the Hebrew word for ‘life’  and ‘18’, and so we come together on the 18th of 
each month (or as close to then as possible) to pray life for the Lord’s land and people, 

and ‘pray for the peace of Jerusalem.’  Please use as a resource the detailed Israel Current News Update & Prayer 
Focus from Bridges for Peace in Jerusalem (available via e-mail or by mail from our Australian office)�

 
For the latest BFP 24-hour prayer chain full update text, go to 

http://www.bridgesforpeace.com/prayer/common/whattoprayfor.php 
 
 

 
 
 
 

To order For Zion’s Sake I will Not Be Silent, a Bridges for Peace 
Scripture guide for praying for Israel, click here or go to 

http://eshop.bridgesforpeace.com/au/cart.php?target=product&product_id=261&category_id=62  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Australia’s 2011 UN Israel-Palestine Report Card 
 
 

 
 

19 December 2011       J-Wire Staff 

 
 
 
 

The Executive Council of Australian Jewry has released a statement on 
Australia’s activities within the U.N. with regard to the Israel-Palestine 
conflict.  

President Dr Danny Lamm [right] said: “The entire collective body of resolutions that are passed each year 
in connection with the Israel-Palestinian conflict and the wider conflicts in the Middle East are repetitive, 
one-sided and focus disproportionately on Israel, effectively giving a leave pass to the intransigence and 
extremism of the other actors in the region who remain hostile to Israel’s very existence. 

Such an approach has demonstrated its futility many times. It acts as a disincentive to the parties to return to 
negotiations and is wholly counter-productive to the achievement of a just and lasting settlement of the 
conflict based on the principle of two States for two peoples – Israel as the State of the Jewish people living 
in peace side by side with a Palestinian State. ����There have now been seven occasions when Australia’s 
voting record on the UN’s one-sided resolutions have been less supportive of Israel than previously, 
including resolutions on Jerusalem and sovereignty.  Three changes occurred this year.  We are very 
appreciative of the government’s overall record of supporting a speedy return by the Palestinians to direct 
negotiations with Israel and working towards a two State resolution of the conflict.  However, the changes 
that have occurred in Australia’s voting record only serve to undermine these commendable objectives.” 

 
 
 
 

Please pray for our Jewish brothers and sisters here in Australia - and indeed worldwide - as they seek to 
counter not only a disturbing increase in anti-Semitism but also the increasing attacks on Israel’s 

legitimacy and very right to exist.   
 

Pray especially that the Australian government will show consistency this year in their support of Israel. 
 
                                                          *****************************  

     
 
 

 
                               
 
 
 
 
 

                              Psalm 122:6-9 
 
 
 

6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem:“May they prosper who love you.                               
7 Peace be within your walls, prosperity within your palaces.” 
8 For the sake of my brethren and companions, I will now say,   
 “Peace be within you.” 
9 Because of the house of the Lord our God I will seek your good.                                                                                                                                                                            
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www.jwire.com.au/news/australias-2011-u-n-israel-palestine-report-card/21261 



                                                                                                                                      1.  Israel, PA Reps’ Amman Meeting Yields No Results 
 

A meeting held Monday [January 9] between Israeli envoy Yitzhak Molko and chief Palestinian negotiator Saeb Erekat in Jordan 
concluded with no significant progress, Palestinian sources told Ynet.  The first round of Amman-based talks in the latest effort to 
restart the peace process took place last week and was mediated by the Mideast Quartet and Jordanian diplomats…. 
 

The Palestinians had apparently presented the Israeli team with data on settlement activity in the West Bank [Judea and Samaria], 
claiming it was "destroying" the two-state solution.  They further demanded that Israel present its stand on the future questions of 
borders in writing.  During the first meeting, Molko had reportedly demanded that the talks be treated as bona fide negotiations, 
not just overtures - a request denied by the Palestinians, who said that Israel must first create the "right atmosphere" by freezing all 
settlement activity. 
 

Excerpts of an article by Elior Levy, Ynetnews, January 10, 2012 
 

Prayer Focus - Pray that there will be a real breakthrough in future talks concerning the core issues (Jerusalem, borders, and 
refugees).  Pray that the Palestinians will finally acknowledge Israel’s right to exist. 
Scripture - “ Why do the nations rage, and the people plot a vain thing?  The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take 
counsel together,  against the LORD and against His Anointed, saying, 'Let us break their bonds in pieces and cast away their 
cords from us' - Psalm 2:1-3 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

            2. Obama Signs Tough New Iran Sanctions into Law despite Reservations 
 

US President Barack Obama has signed tough new sanctions into law targeting Iran's central bank and financial sector.  The 
measures were contained in a mammoth US$ 662 billion defense bill, which Obama signed despite having reservations about its 
provisions on Iran.  The sanctions require foreign firms to make a choice between doing business with Tehran's oil and financial 
sectors or central bank, or the US economy and financial sector. 
 

Foreign central banks which deal with the Iranian central bank on oil transactions could also face similar restrictions under the 
new law.  The White House held intense negotiations with Congress on the terms of the law's implementation, given concerns that 
sanctions on Iran's central bank could spark chaos in the global financial system and hike the price of oil. 
 

Excerpts of an article by World Jewish Congress, January 4, 2012 
 

Prayer Focus - Praise God for this positive move.  Pray that current sanctions will increase in their effectiveness to cripple Iran’s 
economy.  
Scripture - But You have saved us from our enemies, and have put to shame those who hated us.  In God we boast all day long, 
and praise Your name forever ��Psalm 44:7-8 
                                                                                                                                                                           
                                                 3.  Moving Closer to Gaza War 
 

Tensions in southern Israel remain high after the Air Force targeted an Islamic Jihad cell Friday [December 30] as it prepared to 
fire a rocket into Israel, the latest incident in a string of tit-for-tat attacks in recent days.  Under these circumstances, a second 
Israeli operation in the Gaza Strip is inevitable.  The fact remains that the Israeli government will not tolerate the continued rocket 
attacks from the Strip as the new status quo.   
 

Meanwhile, current political trends and events taking place in the region and elsewhere provide Israel with a comfortable period in 
which to launch what would undoubtedly be a highly controversial operation....  The IDF is keeping close watch on the political 
situation in neighboring Egypt with the understanding that the currently cooperative military leadership may be replaced by far 
more hostile Islamist parties.  

 

Excerpts of an article by Ron Gilran, Ynetnews, January 1, 2012 
 

Prayer Focus - Pray that the Lord will give Israel’s leaders great wisdom as they make decisions regarding the steps necessary to 
protect Israel’s citizens.  
Scripture - The king's heart is in the hand of the LORD, like the rivers of water; He turns it wherever He wishes - Proverbs 21:1                                
 
 
 
 
 

                                4.  Erdogan to Haniyeh: Talks Must Include Hamas 
 

Hamas prime minister in Gaza Ismail Haniyeh on Sunday [January 1] received a warm welcome from Turkish Prime Minister 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan during an official meeting in Istanbul.  Palestinian media outlets reported that Haniyeh and Erdogan met in 
the prime minister's residence along with Turkish Foreign Minister Ahmet Davutoglu and other officials.  Palestinian sources said 
the meeting lasted two hours, during which the leaders agreed that a permanent solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict cannot 
be reached without involving Hamas in the negotiations. 
 

According to reports, Haniyeh and Erdogan discussed the "The 'Jewfication' of Jerusalem and the cruel attacks against its Arab 
residents." 
 

Roi Kais, Ynetnews, January 1, 2012 
 

Prayer Focus - Pray that Haniyeh’s new-found freedom to travel the world through the Rafah Crossing will not succeed in 
increasing international incitement against Israel.  
Scripture - Behold, all those who were incensed against you shall be ashamed and disgraced; they shall be as nothing, and those 
who strive with you shall perish… For I, the LORD your God, will hold your right hand, saying to you, 'Fear not, I will help you' - 
Isaiah 41:11, 13 



                                     5.  US Criticizes Palestinian Authority Double Talk 
 

Following Palestinian Media Watch's exposure of Hitler glorification in the Palestinian magazine “Zayzafuna” funded by 
UNESCO, UNESCO's funding was condemned internationally.  The US Ambassador to UNESCO condemned the PA for its 
duplicity and called on UNESCO to act....  UNESCO member states voted to accept the PA as a member in October. 
 

"Ideally, of course, UNESCO would have recognized sooner that its funds were being misused to promote such vile hatred of 
Jews," said {American Jewish Committee Executive Director David] Harris.  "Still, we are pleased that [UNESCO] Director-
General Bokova, once alerted, moved decisively.  We trust that, against this revealing backdrop, UNESCO will immediately take 
all necessary further steps to investigate how its funding of Palestinian projects is, in fact, being used." 
 

Excerpts of an article by The Palestinian Media Watch, December 26, 2011 

 

Prayer Focus - Praise God for the action taken by UNESCO Director-General Bokova.  Pray that further disclosure of Palestinian 
duplicity will result in other agencies demanding that PA leaders work to create an atmosphere of peace rather than hatred.  
Scripture - Deceit is in the heart of those who devise evil, but counselors of peace have joy - Proverbs 12:20 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                           6.  Report: 1 in 3 Israeli Children Poor 
 

An annual report submitted by National Council for the Child [NCC] to President Shimon Peres on Wednesday [December 28] 
indicates that one out of every three Israeli children is poor.  The report claims there is an increase in the number of children who 
have fallen victim to physical and sexual abuse, but the number of youths who have committed acts of violence has dropped.  
There has also been a drop in the number of infant deaths and in the number of children injured in accidents, according to the 
report. 
 

"We mustn't give up on even one child.  The State of Israel is committed to the welfare and education of its children, who will be 
the (backbone) of the country's future," Peres said....  The number of children living below the poverty line in 2010 reached 
889,500 (35.3% of the entire child population). The past three decades have seen a sharp rise in the number of poor Israeli 
children: from 8.1% in 1980 to 35.3% in 2010. The report said 65.8% of Arab-Israeli children live in poverty.... 
 

Excerpts of an article by Ynetnews, December 28, 2011 
 

Prayer Focus - Pray that the Lord will move mightily to protect Israel's children, and that He will continue to strengthen the 
economy so that parents have all that they need to care for their children.  
Scripture - I know that the LORD will maintain the cause of the afflicted, and justice for the poor - Psalm 140:12 
 
 

 
                                             7.  Israeli Exports Up 4.5% in 2011 

 

Israeli exports totaled [US] $89 billion in 2011 - a 4.5% increase compared to 2010, according to figures released Wednesday 
[January 4] by the Israel Export and International Cooperation Institute (IEICI).  These data do not include the exports of startup 
companies and acquisitions of Israeli startups by foreign companies. 
 

These are impressive figures considering the economic slowdown experienced by most of the world last year, but disappointing in 
comparison to the Israeli industry's achievements in previous years.  Israeli exports recorded a steady growth from 2002 to 2008, 
dropped in 2009 due to the financial crisis, but leaped by 19% in 2010.   It should be noted that most of the increase in exports last 
year stems from the growth in the export of services supplied by Israeli companies abroad and in the export of diamonds. 

 

Excerpts of an article byTani Goldstein, Ynetnews, January 4, 2012 
 

Prayer Focus - Praise God for this good report.  Pray that no matter how dire the outlook of this next year, that God will prosper 
Israel.  Pray that God will continue to bless the nation with wise economic counsel.  
Scripture - .... a land for which the LORD your God cares; the eyes of the LORD your God are always on it, from the beginning 
of the year to the very end of the year - Deuteronomy 11:12 

 
 
 
 

 
 

                           8.  Artificial Pancreas Could Revolutionize Diabetic Care 
 

In people with diabetes, the pancreas doesn't produce or release insulin as it should, so the body can't metabolize sugars properly. 
That means blood sugar levels have to be monitored continuously, even (and especially) at night, when diabetics' blood sugar can 
get dangerously out of control.  But nighttime monitoring and dosing is a sleep-stealing activity, particularly for parents of 
diabetic children. 
 

A new artificial pancreas developed in Israel may allow them sweeter dreams.  The MD-Logic was recently tested on Israeli 
children at an overnight diabetes summer camp, to resounding success.  The key is that the device's software "thinks" like a 
physician, says one of its developers, Eran Atlas of the Schneider Children's Medical Center in Tel Aviv....  The medical device is 
still in the prototype stage, so for now it requires connection to a laptop computer that can be carried in a backpack or set beside 
the bed.  The general idea is to turn it into a mobile device, so it can work night and day to regulate glucose levels. 
 

Excerpts of an article by Karin Kloosterman, Israel21c, January 1, 2012 

 

Prayer Focus - Praise God for this potential breakthrough for diabetic care.  Pray that God will continue to bless Israeli 
researchers with technical knowledge that blesses the whole world.  
Scripture - For the seed shall be prosperous, the vine shall give its fruit, the ground shall give her increase, and the heavens shall 
give their dew - I will cause the remnant of this people to possess all these…  So I will save you, and you shall be a blessing.  Do 
not fear, let your hands be strong - Zechariah 8:12, 13b 



 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are already making detailed plans for next year’s “Standing with Israel” tour in October-
November.  Please pray that those whom God is calling to join next year’s tour group will hear His 

voice clearly and respond.  Maybe you are one of those people! 

�
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Remember Jonah? Independence Hall 

Working the olive press 

Good Bedouin tucker! 

Park of the Australian Soldier 
Beer-sheva SAoldier 

Camels ahoy! 
�
�
�
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Baptisms in the Jordan  

Qumran - Judean desert Beit Shean ruins 
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Bunkers near Syrian border Caesarea aqueduct Galilee boat dancing 

)
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Western Wall 
Hezekiah’s 
Tunnel Great shopping! Garden tomb Painting pair!  



JANUARY PRAYER & PRAISE POINTS - BFP AUSTRALIA  

 
 

 

1.   One of our major priorities in Bridges for Peace is the building of strong Jewish-Christian relationships worldwide.     
      Thank God with us for the opportunities we have to do that in Australia.   
 

2.   Pray for those seeking God’s direction about volunteering in Israel.  

 

3.   Please continue to pray for good health for Bridges for Peace representative Irene Frances, who has not been well    
      lately. 
 

4.   Bridges for Peace International Development Director Cheryl Hauer is visiting Australia next March.  Please pray for  
      God’s wisdom as plans are finalised for her schedule. 
 

5.   Pray for God’s clear guidance as plans are made for travel throughout Australia in 2012 - for good contacts with  
      pastors and openings into churches. 
 

6.   Do please continue to pray that the Lord will raise up representatives in key areas in Australia.   
 

7.   We thank the Lord for all those who give and pray faithfully.  Pray for a healthy start to this year financially - a recent  
      Israeli report indicates that one out of every three Israeli children is poor (main prayer item 6 above).  
  
 
 

THANK YOU SO MUCH FOR STANDING WITH US IN PRAYER 
 

 * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *   
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New Books !! 
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                                                         Bridges for Peace Projects 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               Taken from our Bridges for Peace International website   

 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
 
             

                                          
 
Project Rescue – Our financial assistance helps pay for passports, visas, ground transportation, and lodging for Jewish people who 

   want to emigrate to Israel from the countries of the Diaspora.      

          

        Project Tikvah (Hope) – Soup kitchens provide nourishing meals for sick 
   and elderly Jews still living in the former Soviet Union. Heaters for the 
   winter are also provided.   
 

         Food Projects – Our food banks in Jerusalem & Karmiel distribute food  
    to needy immigrant and Israeli families throughout Israel.  
        

         Feed a Child – Adopt a poor Israeli child for a year and provide a hot 
 lunch, books, and school supplies.  
 

    Adopt an Israeli Town – Adopt a town for a year and provide food for 
    needy residents. 
    
         Adoption Program – Support a new immigrant for a year with food, bus 
    tickets, and financial assistance for special needs.  
  

        Welcome Program – Welcome new immigrants with a Bible, blankets, a kitchen gift, and school 
   kits for children.  
 

        Cheer Basket – A basket filled with treats brings hope and  
encouragement to families in mourning, shut-ins, and the elderly.  

 

        Home Repair – Skilled construction workers renovate homes of the poor.  
 

       Victims of War – We provide cheer baskets, wheel chairs, food, and 
   financial assistance for anyone touched by terrorism or war.  
 

       Dental Program – We pay for expensive dental visits that Israeli health  
   insurance does not cover.  
    
        Education Outreach – We educate the world about Israel through our  
   website, Israel Mosaic Radio, study tours, and publications.  
   

        Christian Leaders Forums – We train Church leaders worldwide with these one-day forums on Israel.  
        

   Zealous8:2 – Help us reach young adults (18–30) for Israel.  

 
 
 
 
 

 

                                                                                              
 
 
 

Last month, rockets were fired from terrorists in southern Lebanon into northern Israel.  Thankfully, no one was injured or killed, 
although property was damaged.  Immediately, everyone’s thoughts went to the 34 days in 2006 when northern Israel was 
blanketed with rockets.  Seventeen percent of Israelis (1,100,000) live in the north within range of rocket fire from Hizbullah, an 
Islamic terror group with close ties to Iran.  As I write, many in Israel are concerned about an escalation.  During the 2006 Second 
Lebanon War, we were inundated with requests for help from communities all across northern Israel.  We brought many 
truckloads of food to terror-stricken people living in underground shelters.  Please pray about helping us get ready to minister to 
Israelis under fire.  I believe that as you bless the people of Israel, you will experience God’s blessings in your life.  Please also 
pray with us that God will send us volunteers who feel called to work in the North and be part of a small but vital team who are 
doing great things for God. “Yet who knows whether you have come into the kingdom for such a time as this” (Esther 4:14).                                                                      
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           �

 Blessings from Israel  -  Rebecca J. Brimmer - International President and CEO 

Working on the Front Line 

 
 
 
 
 

 


